
Criteria for your finished Clay Vessel:
Clay skills
Strength, balance and surface finish

Quality of Carving
Complexity, quality, fullness, and craft

Daily Clean-up Habits
Cleaning table & floor to be streak-free

Clay Vessel
 
____/10 Idea development

Development so far: _______
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Building your vessel step by step - Kuunda chombo chako hatua kwa hatua

1. Develop your idea first!
Tengeneza wazo lako kwanza!

3. Make the bottom: a disc of clay that is 1-1.5 
cm thick and 7-10 cm in diameter. Store any 
leftovers in your bag. 
Tengeneza chini: diski ya udongo ambayo ni 
1-1.5 cm nene na 7-10 cm kwa kipenyo. Hifadhi 
masalio yoyote kwenye begi lako.

8. Smear your coils together using only one 
finger or one thumb. 
Paka vidole vyako pamoja kwa kutumia kidole 
kimoja au kidole gumba kimoja.

2. Divide your clay into four pieces: one for a 
base, two for coils, and one for everything 
else and for emergencies.
Gawa udongo wako katika vipande vinne: moja 
kwa msingi, mbili kwa koili, na moja kwa kila 
kitu kingine na kwa dharura.

9. Don’t pinch on either side because you will 
make your pot very dry and thin.
Usibana upande wowote kwa sababu utafanya 
sufuria yako kuwa kavu sana na nyembamba.

7. Stretch the coils by spreading your fingers 
while rolling.
Nyosha koili kwa kueneza vidole vyako wakati 
wa kusonga.

14. Scribe and then trim the lip. 
Andika kisha ukate mdomo.

13. Add a foot by attaching a coil.
Ongeza mguu kwa kuunganisha coil.

15. Coat your pot with white slip. Let it dry 
and add coats until there are no streaks.
Paka sufuria yako na kitambaa cheupe. Wacha 
iwe kavu na uongeze makoti hadi hakuna 
michirizi.



11. Shape your vessel by paddling it with a 
wooden spoon or stick.
Tengeneza chombo chako kwa kukipiga kasia na 
kijiko cha mbao au fimbo.

16. Do a very light rough sketch of your 
drawing on your pot.
Fanya mchoro mbaya sana wa mchoro wako 
kwenye sufuria yako.

12. Shave it with a knife. Then smooth it with 
a metal/plastic/silicone rib.
Kunyoa kwa kisu. Kisha lainisha kwa ubavu wa 
chuma/plastiki/silicone.

17. Take a sharpened pencil and carve 
through the slip into the brown clay.
Chukua penseli iliyoinuliwa na kuchonga kupitia 
kuingizwa kwenye udongo wa kahawia.

18. Finally, carve your name on the bottom.
Hatimaye, andika jina lako chini.

10. Smooth the inside with your fingers. If 
you can’t reach, it is OK. 
Laini ndani kwa vidole vyako. Ikiwa huwezi 
kufikia, ni sawa.

6. Remember that you are not squeezing the 
coils. Work quickly!
Kumbuka kwamba wewe si kufinya coils. Fanya 
kazi haraka!

5. Make a series of coils that are about 
1-1.5cm thick. 
Tengeneza safu ya coils ambayo ni karibu 
1-1.5cm nene.

4. Keep it fairly rough because smoothing it 
will dry it out.
Iweke mbovu kwa sababu kulainisha itakausha.



Clay vessel evaluation criteria
Vigezo vya tathmini ya chombo cha udongo

Clay skills The strength, balance, and surface finish of your clay vessel.
Ujuzi wa udongo Nguvu, usawa, na umaliziaji wa uso wa chombo chako cha udongo.

Quality of carving The complexity, quality, fullness, and craft of the patterns
and line drawing on your vessel.

Ubora wa kuchonga Utata, ubora, utimilifu, na ufundi wa ruwaza na mchoro wa mstari
kwenye chombo chako.

Daily clean-up habits Cleaning your table and floor so it is clean and has no
streaks.

Tabia za kusafisha kila siku Kusafisha meza na sakafu yako ili iwe safi na haina michirizi.

Msamiati wa chombo cha udongo
apron a piece of cloth that you wear to protect your clothes from getting dirty.
aproni kipande cha kitambaa unachovaa ili kulinda nguo zako zisichafuke.

carving scratching into clay to change its shape or to make a picture or pattern
kuchonga kukwaruza kwenye udongo ili kubadilisha umbo lake au kutengeneza picha au

muundo

ceramic a material that starts soft like clay, but then becomes very hard after it is cooked to
a very high temperature

kauri nyenzo ambayo huanza kuwa laini kama udongo, lakini kisha inakuwa ngumu sana
baada ya kupikwa kwa joto la juu sana

clay a soft material used for making pots, bricks, and sculptures that becomes very hard
when it is heated up.

udongo nyenzo laini inayotumika kutengenezea vyungu, matofali, na sanamu ambayo huwa
ngumu sana inapopashwa moto.

coil a thin piece of clay that looks like a snake
koili kipande chembamba cha udongo kinachofanana na nyoka

earthenware a kind of clay that is fired to a lower temperature and that needs to be glazed
before becoming watertight

vyombo vya udongo aina ya udongo unaochomwa kwa joto la chini na unaohitaji kuangaziwa kabla ya
kuzuia maji

foot the bottom of a pot where it sits on a table
mguu chini ya chungu ambapo inakaa juu ya meza

glaze a material that you can paint onto ceramic that turns into glass when fired in a kiln
glaze nyenzo ambayo unaweza kupaka kwenye kauri ambayo hubadilika kuwa glasi

inapochomwa kwenye tanuru



glazing for clay: brushing on a paint-like layer to a pot that will later become a layer of
glass; for painting: using very thin transparent layers of paint to change the colour

ukaushaji kwa udongo: kupiga mswaki kwenye safu ya rangi kwenye sufuria ambayo baadaye
itakuwa safu ya kioo; kwa uchoraji: kutumia tabaka nyembamba sana za uwazi za
rangi ili kubadilisha rangi

handle the part of something that is used to lift or carry it
mpini sehemu ya kitu kinachotumika kuinua au kubeba

kiln an oven used to heat up clay enough to become a hard ceramic
tanuru tanuri inayotumika kupasha moto udongo kiasi cha kuwa kauri ngumu

lid the top of a pot that you can take off
kifuniko juu ya sufuria ambayo unaweza kuchukua mbali

lip the top edge of a pot
mdomo makali ya juu ya sufuria

paddling hitting clay with wood to make it stronger, smoother, and a better shape
kupiga kasia kugonga udongo kwa mbao ili kuifanya iwe na nguvu zaidi, laini, na umbo bora zaidi

pattern a drawing that repeats in a beautiful way
muundo mchoro unaorudiwa kwa njia nzuri

pinch squeezing something between your thumb and finger
Bana kufinya kitu kati ya kidole gumba na kidole

rib a piece of silicone or wood used to smoothly shape some clay
ubavu kipande cha silikoni au mbao inayotumika kutengeneza udongo vizuri

score carve Xs or parallel lines to help join clay together with slip
alama kuchonga Xs   au mistari sambamba kusaidia kuunganisha udongo pamoja na kuteleza

scraper a piece of thin metal or plastic used to shave off thin pieces of clay
mpapuro kipande cha chuma chembamba au plastiki inayotumika kunyoa vipande vyembamba

vya udongo

scribe mark an even and straight line
mwandishi weka alama kwenye mstari ulio sawa na ulionyooka

shave scrape bumps and fuzz from the surface of something
kunyoa futa matuta na fuzz kutoka kwenye uso wa kitu

slip a liquid clay that you can use like glue to attach things together, or paint onto your
clay to change its colour

kuteleza udongo wa maji ambao unaweza kutumia kama gundi kuambatanisha vitu pamoja, au
kupaka rangi kwenye udongo wako ili kubadilisha rangi yake

stretch pulling something to make it longer
kunyoosha kuvuta kitu ili kukifanya kirefu zaidi

terracotta an unglazed reddish-brown earthenware clay
TERRACOTTA udongo wa udongo mwekundu-kahawia usioangaziwa

transfer to move or copy something
uhamisho kusogeza au kunakili kitu

trim remove extra clay with a tool
punguza ondoa udongo wa ziada na chombo









These pages are from:
Simpson, Kitto, and Sodeotka, 
The Japanese Pottery Book, Revised Edition, 2014



Historical Patterns from around the world

Egypt Ghana Ghana

Mi’qmaq
Maliseet

Art Nouveau

Celtic

China
China



Pacific Northwest CoastPakistan Roman

Mali

Greece

India

Navajo

Japan



Turkmenistan

Persia William Morris (Arts and Crafts)

Syrian

Islamic patternIslamic calligraphyPersia

Persia
Islamic pattern



Clay 
vessel 
hall of 
fame
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Yuri Jungi, Fall 2012Adriana Lilley-Osende, Spring 2017

Lily Lowe, Fall 2017



Idea generation 
Antoinette O’Keefe’s clay vessel 

 



Idea generation 
Lily Kungl’s clay vessel 

 

 



  



Idea Development Name
Maendeleo Idea Jina:

1 Generate ideas/kuzalisha mawazo — maximum of 50%/kiwango cha juu ya 50%

Number of words/Idadi ya Maneno → _____ ÷ 3 = _____%

Number of simple sketches/Idadi ya michoro rahisi → _____ ⨉ 2% = _____%

Number of better sketches/Idadi ya michoro bora → _____ ⨉ 4% = _____%

2 Select the best and join together ideas
Kuchagua mawazo bora na kujiunga nao pamoja

Circle the best ideas
Mduara mawazo bora circled =  ▢ 5%

Link into groups of ideas
Kuziunganisha katika makundi ya mawazo linked/wanaohusishwa =  ▢ 5%

3 Print reference images/Print images kumbukumbu — maximum of 8 images/kiwango cha juu ya 8 images
_____ images/Picha x 5% = _____%

4 Thumbnail compositions/thumbnail nyimbo — maximum of 10/max ya thumbnails 10
_____ thumbnails x 8% = _____%

5 Rough copy/nakala rough — great quality or better/ubora mkubwa au bora
_____ drawing/kuchora  x 25% = _____%

Total/Jumla =  _____%

NOTE: If you simply copy a picture from the internet, your mark drops to 25%.
NOTE: Kama kunakili picha kutoka mtandao, alama yako matone kwa 25%.



Number of words
Idadi ya Maneno

→ _____ ÷ 3 = _____%

Number of better sketches
Idadi ya michoro bora
→ _____ ⨉ 4% = _____%

Number of simple sketches
Idadi ya michoro rahisi
→ _____ ⨉ 2% = _____%

Generate ideas
Kuzalisha mawazo!

Use lists, a web map, or simple drawings to come up with a LOT of ideas! If you already have an idea in 
mind, choose that as your central theme and expand upon it. Let your ideas wander - one idea leads to 
another. Drawings can be details of source images, different viewpoints, textures, technical experiments, 
etc.

Tumia orodha, ramani ya tovuti, au michoro rahisi kuja na mengi ya mawazo! Kama tayari una wazo katika akili, 
kuchagua kuwa kama mandhari yako kuu na kupanua juu ya jambo hilo. Hebu mawazo yako tanga - moja wazo 
husababisha mwingine. Michoro inaweza kuwa maelezo ya picha chanzo, mitazamo tofauti, textures, majaribio ya 
kiufundi, nk

Adding up points for ideas/Kuongeza na pointi kwa ajili ya mawazo:



Select the best
chagua bora
Draw circles or squares around your best ideas.
Chora duara au mraba karibu mawazo yako bora

☐ You have selected the best 3-7 ideas = 5%
    Umechagua bora 3-7 mawazo = 5%

Link the best into groups
Kiungo bora katika makundi

Draw dashed or coloured lines to link your best ideas into 
groups that could work well together.

Chora dashed au rangi mistari kuunganisha mawazo yako 
bora katika makundi ambayo inaweza kazi pamoja.

☐ You have joined the best ideas with lines = 5%
Umejiunga mawazo bora na mistari = 5%



Print references
marejeo Print

● Print SIX reference images so you can accurately observe the challenging parts of your artwork. Taking your 
and using own photographs is preferred, but image searches are also fine. 
Print sita picha ya kumbukumbu hivyo unaweza usahihi kuchunguza sehemu changamoto kazi ya sanaa yako. 
Kuchukua na kutumia picha yako mwenyewe ni mkuu kuliko, lakini upekuzi image pia vizuri.

● Do not simply copy a picture that you find. The idea is to edit and combine source images to create your 
own artwork. If you simply copy a picture, you are plagiarizing and will earn a zero for your idea generation 
and any criteria involving creativity in your final artwork. 
Je, si tu nakala picha kwamba kupata. Dhana hapa ni kubadilisha na kuchanganya chanzo picha na kujenga 
mchoro yako mwenyewe. Kama kunakili picha, wewe ni Plagiarizing na kupata sifuri wazo kizazi yako na vigezo 
yoyote yanayohusiana ubunifu katika mchoro yako ya mwisho.

● Up to half of your pictures may be of drawings, paintings, or other artworks of others to use as inspiration. 
The other images must be realistic photographs. 
Hadi nusu ya picha yako inaweza kuwa wa michoro, uchoraji, au kazi za sanaa nyingine ya wengine kutumia 
kama msukumo. picha nyingine lazima kuwa kweli foto.

● You must hand in the printed copy of the images to earn the marks.
Lazima mkono katika nakala iliyochapishwa ya picha ya kupata alama.

Thumbnail compositions
thumbnail nyimbo

● Create TWO or more thumbnail drawings anywhere in the idea development section.
Kujenga TWO au zaidi thumbnail michoro popote katika sehemu wazo maendeleo.

● These should be based on combinations of ideas that you can up with. Include your background. 
Hizi zinapaswa kuwa na misingi ya mchanganyiko wa mawazo kwamba kuja na. Ni pamoja na background yako.

● Experiment with unusual angles, viewpoints, and arrangements to help make your artwork stand out.
Majaribio kwa pembe isiyo ya kawaida, mitazamo, na mipango ya msaada kufanya mchoro yako kuonekana.

● Draw a frame around your thumbnails to show the edges of the artwork.
Chora sura karibu thumbnails yako kuonyesha pembe za mchoro.

Number of reference photos
Idadi ya picha ya kumbukumbu → _____ ⨉ 5% = _____%



Rough drawing
kuchora rough→ up to 25% = _____%

Examples of ROUGH drawings
Mifano ya michoro mbaya

Number of thumbnail drawings
Idadi ya michoro thumbnail → _____ ⨉ 8% = _____%

Adding up points for THUMBNAIL drawings
Kuongeza na pointi kwa thumbnail michoro



Rough drawing
kuchora rough

● Take the best ideas from your thumbnails and combine them into an improved rough copy.
Kuchukua mawazo bora kutoka thumbnails yako na kuchanganya yao katika nakala kuboresha ngumu.
 

● Use this to work out the bugs and improve your skills before you start the real thing. 
Tumia hii kufanya kazi nje ya mende na kuboresha ujuzi wako kabla ya kuanza kitu halisi.

● If you are using colour, use paint or coloured pencil to show your colour scheme. 
Kama ni kutumia rangi, matumizi ya rangi au kalamu rangi kuonyesha rangi yako mpango.

● Draw in a frame to show the outer edges of your artwork. 
Kuchora katika sura ya kuonyesha kingo ya nje ya kazi ya sanaa yako.

● Remember to choose a non-central composition. 
Kumbuka kuchagua muundo zisizo kati.
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